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  Contact Us
  

Club S ecretary:   Bob Nason  

Club Treasurer:   Maggs Nason  

Email:  bobandmaggs@ntlworld.com 
Tel: 01782 515049 

 

 
Steering Group Members  

Jan Smith  
Email:  jan_col.smith@tesco.net 

Tel:  01782 398862 

 
David Lovatt  

Email:  davidl@uwclub.net 
Tel:  01782 723503 

 
Allan Ward  

Email:  allanward32@yahoo.uk 

Tel:   01270 884479 

 

Magneto Editor   

DaveóPartt  (a.k. a. óScoop) 
Email:  david.partt@hotmail.co.uk 

Tel:  07871 793752 

 

Contributions for ôMM aaggnn eett ooõ to the above email address please!  

 
Deadline for contributions for next issue: Thursday, 15 March 2012 
 

Club Nights  

Held on 2nd Monday & last Thursday of the month, from 7:30pm at:  

 
The Red Bull 
Congleton Road South 
Church Lawton 
Kidsgrove 
Staffs 
ST7 3AJ 
 
 
Club Website:  http://www.mgpotsches.org.uk/  
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mailto:jan_col.smith@tesco.net
mailto:davidl@uwclub.net
mailto:allanward32@yahoo.uk
mailto:david.partt@hotmail.co.uk


Issue 47 ï Winter Edition February/March 2012 
 

Page | 3
    

 

 

? 
Page   

4 Driving Seat  ï Weôve won a prize!  

5 MG News  ï Whatôs new in the world of MG 

7 Coming Up ï P&SC MGOC Events over the next few weeks 

9 A Tour Of Silverstone  ï Bob takes us around the home of British motor racing  

11 An MG Christmas Party  ï See what we got up to at the Chimney House hotel!  

13 Readers Cars  ï Megan & Steveôs Sebring-bodied B-GT 

10 Charity Road Run  ï Feedback to our annual charity event 

14 Compet it ion Time ï Exercise those óleetle grey cellsô 

17 Next Time! Coming to a newsletter near you! 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 



Issue 47 ï Winter Edition February/March 2012 
 

Page | 4
    

 

 

-Driving Seat- 
 

Hello all,  

First of all, Iõd like to wish a very Happy New Year to all our readers! This is the beginning 

of a special year for MG and its enthusiasts, being the 50 th anniversary of the launch of the 

MG-B and the 1100/1300, plus the continuing development o f the next new model, the 

MG-5, and also the return of MG as a manufacturer entry in  the British Touring Car 

Championship (further details on page 5).  There are a number of special events for the 

birthday of the ôBõ including ôMGB50õ at Blenheim Palace on 23rd September, which I know 

that we as a branch of the MGOC will be attending. All in all, an exciting year for all fa ns 

of MG!  

- -  - - 

As you know, this is just  my third issue since taking over 

as editor of Magneto, so it is very satisfying indeed to 

have received official approval of the branch magazine 

since I took over. There is a competition each year for 

the bra nch magazines of the MGOC, and my last issue 

was submitted as our entry. It came as a very welcome 

surprise last week to be advised by Bob that we took 

second place!!  

I look upon this prize as a reflection on all of us; on you, 

the members who contribute to the magazine, attend the 

shows and road runs, the club nights, the trips away, and 

the parties. Itõs all of you who keep your MGõs going, and 

(as Bob would say) make this club what it is ð GREAT! So 

well done and congratulations to you all, because 

without you, I wouldnõt have anything to write about! 

- -  - - 

On the subject of contributions for the magazine, Iõd like 

to make (yet another!) heartfelt plea for anything that 

you would like to see appear in Magneto ð articles, 

pictures, photographs, or ide as, all contributions are 

welcome! Why not write a short piece about your MG, which I could feature with a photo in the ôReaders Carsõ 

section? Or any non-MG related hobby that you feel members would be interested in? How about telling us about a 

trip or h oliday in your MG? I look forward to seeing them all!   

Until the next edition,  stay safe and happy motoring!  

Dave 
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 News- 
 MGôs back on track!! (Again!!)  

Following my article in the last issue of Magneto regarding 

Team RLR, it has now been officially anno unced that MG are 

making a return to the BTCC. MG has announced a three-

year programme in the series, and has signed double 

champion Jason Plato and Andy Neate to drive its MG6 GT 

cars for 2012. They will run under the MG KX Momentum 

Racing banner.  

Triple Eight Race Engineering, which scored over 100 BTCC 

wins when it ran the works Vauxhall squad, will prepare the 

NGTC-specification cars, which will run the TOCA engine this 

year. 

Plato, who has already taken BTCC victories for Renault, 

Vauxhall, SEAT, and Chevrolet, said: "It's really exciting to be involved in a brand -new all-British team and it's just brilliant that the 

iconic name of MG will be back on track. 

"I think it's going to be fantastic and it's great for British motorsport."  

MG Motor's sales and marketing director Guy Jones said: "We are 

delighted the new MG6 will be seen by millions of fans in Britain and 

beyond. This continues the famous sporting lineage of the brand."  

MG's last BTCC win came in 2006, when Colin Turkington scored two 

victories in a West Surrey Racing-run MG ZS. 

 

 

 

 MG-6 wins first award!  

The MG-6 has taken itôs first award, by winning the óWhat Car?ô 2012 award for óBest Securityô. 

They said ñMGôs new hatch stood out for us. The MG6 has been bolstered with the industryôs highest-rated alarm and immobiliser 

system, complete with perimeter detection. Meanwhile, body security has been fortified with first -press double locking, and vehicle 

identification enhanced with markings. Itôs impressive work, and gratifying to see a newcomer in this price bracket achieve the top 

five-star rating from Thatcham for resilience against theft of the vehicle, and four stars in the ótheft fromô category.ò 

In addition, MG Motors have also announced that car rental company Avis Rent a Car has taken delivery of a fleet of 100 MG6 GT 

fastbacks and Magnette sport saloons, the first order of its kind for MG. The cars will be put on Avisôs national car fleet, and will be 

available for hire for business trips, holidays, and other journeys.  

 

 Artists impression of the new BTCC challenger. 

 

 

 Jason Plato and Andy Neate will drive the MG6 GT 
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 News- 
 MG-5 Scoop ed!!  

Spy photos of the MG-5 on test have appeared in Autocar and Auto Express 
These latest spy pictures show an undisguised version of the new MG-5, which is 
expected to go on sale in China in the middle of this year and reach Europe in 
2013. 

The images, from auto.sohu.com, are the clearest indicators yet of the new MG 
5ôs styling. It closely resembles the Focus-size Concept 5 hatchback displayed at 
the Shanghai motor show early last year. 

Concept 5 was the work of MGôs Longbridge design studio and the show car itself 
was built in the UK. The production version of the Concept 5 is codenamed AP12 
and rides on a version of the 350 platform MG shares with Chinese partner 

Roewe. A torsion beam rear suspension setup has been rumoured. 

By the time of its UK launch, the MG 5's dynamics and some aspects of its design will have been reworked to suit European tastes. 
It will initially be powered by the existing NSE petrol engine range o f 1.3 and 1.8 -litre engines. 

The MG 5 is designed to slot beneath the slightly larger MG 6 that went on sale in the UK last year. The car's appearance will 
bolster the manufacturerôs range and, with the MG 3, take the brand back into the UK marketôs heartland. At the Shanghai show 
earlier this year, MG and Roewe design director Tony Williams-Kenny said MG is being pitched as ñyouthful, on -trend and 
progressiveò. 

 

 

The MG 5 is part of a raft of planned new models that include an all -new sports car, a hybrid and a crossover version of the 
MG 3 

  

 

           

 

 

 Could this be the replacement for the TF? 

 

http://www.autocar.co.uk/News/NewsArticle/AllCars/256631/
http://www.autocar.co.uk/News/NewsArticle/AllCars/256631/
http://www.autocar.co.uk/CarReviews/FirstDrives/MG-Motor-MG3-MG3/256673/
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 News- 
 Chicoôs Re-Revisited  

Following her article in the last issue of Magneto, hereôs some photographic evidence 

of disco diva Helen Mollart boogying on down at the Chicoôs reunion. The next Chicoôs 

reunion disco is on Saturday, 7th April. 

 
 Coming up:  

 

Calendar reminders for the next few weeks. 

 
Feb  5th  Skittles at The Bickerton Poacher Snowed off!  

  12th   Free Sunday (any ideas, let Bob know) 
13th  Club Night (Red Bull) 
19th   Stoneleigh MG Day 
23rd    Club Night & Lobby Night (Red Bull) 
26th   Ian & Anneôs Observation Run 
 

March  4th    Ironbridge Museum 
  10th   20th Anniversary Fancy Dress Party 
  11th   Recovery from party  

12th   Club night ï Red Bull  
15th    Deadline for contributions for the next issue of Magneto  

 
 

 The hills are alive, with the sound of MGôs... 

Some members of the club travelled to Austria last year, and we have received the following articl e from the Itter village magazine 

about our visit:  
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A Tour Of  
by Bob Nason 

Earlier this year I was bought a ñRed Letter Dayò, it was a tour for 2 of the Silverstone Racing Circuit, venue for the British Grand 

Prix. óUrmô you say. 

 

Myself and Steve went in October for the day out, it was a brilliant experience 

taking in a lot of the behind the scenes areas.  

The tour starts with a briefing in the reception area, giving you a resume of 

the expected tour, then it is off to board the 3 mini buses, a ptly named after 

famous racing drivers. 

 

The tour started for us by 

going into race control, 

where you are greeted 

with a bank of 32 

television screens giving 

a view of all parts of the 

circuit, and each with the 

potential to zoom in and 

spot the smallest of 

hazards that may be on the track.  This is the hub of the racing for the circuit.  

 

Behind this bank of screens are a row of desks, which to you or I would be 

perfectly adequate for the officials to view the racing, that is until Bernie and 

the F1 circus move into town.  Then they remove these perfectly adequate 

desks and bring in their £1 million high tech suite of desks with gold screw heads (with F1 on), which all face the same way when 

correctly assembled. 

 

Then we move to the timekeepers suite, dire ctly facing the track, and they explain the laser beam going across the track that 

allows the cars to ñdumpò information to the teams.  It also keeps track of the cars as they cross the line, but they also have a 

strip in the track that does the same job, but now they go to the really high tech idea for keeping a check on the cars ï a man with 

a pad and pen counting the cars, just as a back up in case the high tech stuff fails.  

 

Down to the pits now ï the brand new £27 million pit lane/area,(known as 

the wing) quite swish, then to the pit wall where you get the feel of things, 

and see where Charlie Whiting stands to start the Grand Prix, lean through 

the pit wall fencing, where the pit boards are displayed and get a ñbirds 

eyeò view of the start and finish straight. The pit wall at these tracks , 

believe it or not , has a óshelf lifeô of approximately 15 years, it has to be 

built to withstand the impact of several cars travelling at high speed. Also 

the pit wall is X rayed to ascertain if there are any hairlin e cracks in it. 

 

Moving on now we go to the presentation area and the winners rostrum at 

the end of ñthe wingò and stand on the top step imagining that you are 

holding that all important trophy. The flags you see raised behind the 

rostrum is a very high te ch system, a very thin man has to crawl behind the 

chequered flag screen and hang them, and raise them by hand ï yes by hand. 

 

 

 The tour starts at the Brooklands Gates 

 

 

 Bank of monitors in Race Control 

 

 

 The new óSilverstone Wingô pit complex 
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A Tour Of  
Carrying on now you go past the old pit area, which now looks very crummy 

by comparison to the new building, they a re still in use currently for clubmen 

and testing. 

We now arrive at the BRDC (British Racing Drivers Club) building, or as Mr 

Ecclestone refers to it, a Ã3 million ñgin palaceò overlooking Woodcote Corner 

& Brooklands Corner. 

As you enter the enclosure for this building you do so through the original 

gates used at the old Brooklands circuit. 

It is great to walk out onto the roof of this building and see the spectacular 

views that these very lucky and privileged people enjoy on race days. 

Along one wall of the building are a row of display cabinets which house the 

collection of some 7000+ models, this display consists of one of each model 

of racing cars, rally cars plus others, that has ever been built and raced, this doesnôt take account of the remaining models that are 

in storage because they have no space to currently house them, an absolutely fabulous display. 

We were also taken around the perimeter road and onto various observation points to view the circuit, our guide who was very 

knowledgeable about the history of Silverstone also tried to get us a trip 

around the Stowe circuit, (not quite the  same in a mini bus as a single-

seater) unfortunately we were thwarted on this one because the site was 

being used by 10/12 Audi R8ôs have playtime. 

Onward now to the workshops, as they told us these vehicles have to earn 

their keep, so the workshops when necessary work 24hours a day to ensure 

the vehicles are always ready, the workshops are split into the ñdirtyò end 

and the ñcleanò end.  In the dirty end they have the rally cars and off 

roaders, now, in the clean end they have the single seaters, Ferraris and 

Lambos, loads of nice little toys to play with.  

Now if any of you have the opportunity to go on this tour of Silverstone ï 

take it, it is certainly well wort h it, you see how Silverstone works.  I am sure 

you can persuade your loved one that you need a ñRed Letter Dayò      

    Bob  

  

 

 

 ...And the winner... Bob Nason!!  
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ur 2011 celebration was held at The Chimney House Hotel, Sandbach ï a new venue for us, and one that we 

enjoyed so much, we voted to hold our 20 th Anniversary Party there!!! Following are some photos to remind us of the 

night.   

 

 ñDonôt know why, I could just go some Pringles!ò 

 

AAnn CChhrr iissttmmaass  PP aarr ttyy!!!!
  

 

 ñSuits you, sir!ò 

 

 

 Duncan óNÜ1ô presents Bob with a festive pair of  

            Homer Simpson socks! 

 

 

 

 

 Maggs defends the keys to the petty cash tin!  

 

 


